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Name  Torstein Dale Sjøtveit
Company  Sarawak Energy

Position  CEO
HQ  Sarawak, Malaysia

Employees  4,500

Power to 
the people
A thriving and modern power utility and energy development 
company, Sarawak Energy is serving the people of Malaysia  
in more ways than one.

IMAGES    SARAWAK ENERGY

Wholly owned by the State Government of Sarawak, Sarawak 
Energy plays a critical role in the communities it operates in. 
Not only is it providing power to more than 600,000 
customers across the East Malaysian region, it is also 
supporting their needs — beyond energy — through various 

community programs and initiatives. All of this is being done to help the 
government realise its vision of turning Sarawak into a developed state by 2030.

Coming from Europe with a strong background in the energy industry, Torstein 
Dale Sjøtveit was a great fit for Sarawak Energy when he joined the company as 
CEO in November 2009. At that time the business was already healthy in terms 
of financial performance; however, there were ample opportunities to 
significantly expand its operations. “That’s the reason they recruited me,” 
Torstein shares, “and, over the past seven years, I am happy to note that the 
team has grown in strength to position Sarawak Energy as a thriving and 
modern power utility. In seven years we have expanded the volume of sales by 
almost five times, we have doubled the number of employees, and we have had 
a significant increase in profits. There has been a great deal of growth which we 
are extremely proud of.”

When Torstein first came on board, Sarawak Energy was preparing to take  
on a critical role as the main driver of the State Government’s economic 
development strategy called SCORE, which stands for the Sarawak Corridor  
of Renewable Energy. This was a unique development initiative aimed at 
attracting investors by offering them bulk sustainable energy at globally 
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competitive prices, and it is still a 
priority for the company today. Torstein 
understood Sarawak Energy had great 
potential to build its reputation as a 
regional powerhouse in ASEAN, so he 
was thrilled to take up the challenge  
to sustainably grow the business in line 
with the SCORE agenda. Key focuses 
within this were, and continue to be: 
engaging and signing up bulk 
customers with competitive energy 
prices; and developing cost-effective 
and high quality generation projects  
to meet energy demands including  
in the areas of hydropower and thermal. 
“As the resources are developed, the 
generation mix will be approximately 
60 per cent hydropower, and 40 per 
cent thermal,” Torstein notes.

Aside from the SCORE initiative, 
Torstein has several other areas he is 
honing in on to ensure Sarawak Energy 
continues to move forward on a 
positive path. One is the provision of 
reliable, secure energy to Sarawak 
Energy’s 600,000 customers through 
efficient operations. Another is to build 
organisational capacity by 
implementing various strategic changes 
in people and leadership development, 
ultimately preparing them for the 
international arena. Sarawak Energy 
currently has a total workforce of 4,500 
and, since 2009, it has recruited about 
2,300 new local staff in line with its 
business growth. Furthermore, it is 
continuously striving to be a socially-
responsible corporation by supporting 
improvements in the life and wellbeing 
of communities. This is done through 

various corporate and CSR initiatives, 
for example the Murum Penan Literacy 
Program, scholarships, rural 
electrification, training programs,  
the provision of amenities and facilities, 
schools, and support for culture and 
heritage conservation.

Torstein says that to be a sustainably-
run company means so many things.  
“If you look at our environmental 

impact, the C02 emissions per kilowatt 
hour, this has been reduced by more 
than 50 per cent since we started in 
2009. That’s an important part of what 

“L&T is proud to be a part of this prestigious project 
to build one of the largest GIS in Asia and also 
thereby become an integral part of SEB’s endeavour 
for score related development. SEB being a 
preferred client, we are looking for a strong long-term 
association in Sarawak.” - T. Madhavadas,  
EVP & HEAD – Power Transmission & Distribution,  
Larsen & Toubro

“In seven years we have 
expanded the volume of sales  
by almost five times, we have 
doubled the number of 
employees, and we have had a 
significant increase in profits.”
 - Torstein Dale Sjøtveit
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we want to achieve: reducing the global 
impact of our business. However, 
sustainability is also about how people 
in the communities are affected by our 
projects — and we are proud to have a 
great story related to this. When we 
built our last hydropower dam — the 
944 MW Murum Dam — we had to 
relocate 1,450 indigenous people. They 
were resettled and have been given 
wonderful opportunities with proper 
housing and electricity, which was 
previously not available to them. Then, 
more importantly, there were two 
critical issues we have been able to help 
them with. The first was assisting them 
to become recognised members of 
Malaysian society, as many of the 
people we relocated didn’t have the 
ability to fill out the right forms and 
they were unaware of the process 
involved to register as an official citizen. 
We have helped more than 800 people 
to do that, and it’s changed their lives.

“The second is in regard to schooling. 
Less than 20 per cent of the 

community had received a formal 
education and we have now put more 
than 500 of them through a literacy 
program, and sent over 300 children  
to school. So I believe we have a very 
proud story to tell in terms of the 
situation these people are in now, 
compared to where they were in 2008. 
They now also have access to medical 
services, in addition to water, 
electricity, housing, and land.”

In addition to all of this, Sarawak 
Energy is spending US$2 million per 
year on scholarship programs, to send 
young people to university or college. 
“We are the biggest organisation in 
Sarawak, so of course we need to  
play a role in developing the state,” 
Torstein adds.

Looking towards the future, Torstein 
has a bold vision. Ultimately, he wants 
Sarawak Energy to be known as the 
best utility in the region and for it to 
continue to provide sustainable and 
secure energy to its local and export 

customers. “We are on track to 
becoming a regional powerhouse in 
ASEAN, and we are developing further 
generation projects to meet rising 
demands within Sarawak, and for 
export,” he says. “Sarawak Energy has 
developed plans with our neighbours, 
Brunei and Sabah, for further 
interconnection projects that will 
advance the concept of the ASEAN 
Grid. We are already exporting  
100 MW of electricity to Kalimantan. 
Additionally, we are exploring 
partnership opportunities in power 
generation projects in other countries 
in the region — we have signed a  
letter of intent with the Indonesian 
Northern Province (KALTARA). In  
time, we will also adopt technological 
advancement and best practices that 
suit our business operations, for  
cleaner generation.”

Torstein’s time with Sarawak Energy has 
already been full of highlights. “I am 
optimistic that the investment by 
Sarawak Energy in generation, 
transmission, and distribution systems 
will result in a modern electricity 
supply system that will be one of the 
best in the region,” Torstein says.  
“I wish to thank all Sarawak Energy 
management and staff for the 
teamwork and commitment given to 
ensure Sarawak Energy delivers on its 
mission and is on track to achieving its 
vision. I believe Sarawak Energy will 
progress to become the leading utility 
in the region.”  

“We are on track to becoming  
a regional powerhouse in 
ASEAN, and we are developing 
further generation projects  
to meet rising demands within 
Sarawak, and for export.”
 - Torstein Dale Sjøtveit
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Sarawak Cable Berhad (SCABLE) 

was incorporated in 1998 and 

listed on Bursa Malaysia on 25 

May 2010. From our humble 

origins as a power cable manufacturer, 

we have expanded our business 

portfolio to provide fabricated steel 

structures, transmission line 

construction and various other spin-off 

services. Today, with the successful 

integration of two leading cable 

manufacturing entities; we are the 

largest Power Cable Manufacturer in 

South East Asia and the sole 

manufacturer of 275kV underground 

power cables within Malaysia.

WHAT WE DO

SCABLE offers a comprehensive range of 

power cables, wires, steel structure and 

galvanized products, along with 

SARAWAK CABLE 
BERHAD: 

ADVERTORIALADVERTORIAL

extensive power-related services such 

as: construction of transmission lines, 

civil works for substations, aerial power 

lines inspection and maintenance and 

other infrastructure development. 

We further ventured into the renewable 

energy sector with our very first 

mini-hydro power plant, thus making us 

the leading one-stop manufacturing 

base cum integrated power solutions 

provider in the region.

OUR BUSINESS PORTFOLIO

In a nutshell, SCABLE’s core business 

model can be categorised into two main 

divisions, namely MANUFACTURING and 

PROJECTS & ENGINEERING. These 

divisions are synergistic to each other 

and are fundamental in providing our 

company a competitive edge as an 

integrated power solution provider, 

while enabling sustainable growth.

MANUFACTURING PRODUCTS

Currently we operate with seven power 

cable manufacturing plants in 

Peninsular Malaysia, one in East 

Malaysia and a steel fabricating and 

galvanizing plant. Our products are 

listed as follows:

Power Cables and Wires
•  Low voltage (LV), Medium voltage (MV) 

and 132kV to 275kV High voltage (HV) 

Power Cables (overhead and 

underground)

•  Fire Resistant/Flame Retardant Cables

•  LV and MV Aerial Twisted/Bundled 

Cables (ATC/ABC)

•  Oil & Gas Specialized Cables

•  Instrumentation and Control Cables

•  Housing Wires

•  Telecommunication Cables

•  Optical Ground Wires (OPGW)

•  High Voltage Bare Conductors

Steel Fabrication and  
Galvanized Products
•  Steel towers, poles & building 

structures

•  Telecommunication Towers & Poles

•  Guardrails & Street Lighting columns

•  Hot-dip Galvanizing services

•  Tower testing facility

PROJECTS AND ENGINEERING

SCABLE’s experienced project 

management/technical team 

undertakes construction of power 

transmission lines and sizeable projects 

involving Design, Supply, Delivery, 

Installation, Testing and commissioning. 

To date, we have successfully 

completed transmission line projects 

worth more than RM2 billion with 

proven track records in both Peninsular 

and East Malaysia.

OTHER DIVISIONS

Power Generation and  
Renewable Energy
Our first mini-hydro power plant  

(11MW Kombih III MHEPP) is located in 

North Sumatra and is due to be 

completed by the end of 2016, on a 

Built-Operate-Transfer (BOT) basis with 

a concession period of 20 years. 

Through our Indonesian-based 

subsidiary, PT. Inpola Mitra Elektrindo, 

we have established rapport with 

THE JOURNEY AHEAD

Upstream Expansion
Moving forward, SCABLE is constantly 

seeking to fortify its position as 

Malaysia’s leading integrated power 

solutions provider. We strive to improve 

productivity while tapping into new 

technologies, as we provide full range 

power cables and comprehensive 

packages to end users. We are also 

looking to penetrate new, viable power 

cable markets in the Philippines, 

Cambodia and Thailand.

More Contracts and Projects
The power sector in Sarawak is rapidly 

expanding, especially since the 

establishment of the Sarawak Corridor 

of Renewable Energy (SCORE). With this 

increased development and 

urbanisation of rural areas, SCABLE 

hopes to continue catering to demands 

for power cables, transmission lines  

and substations.

Commitment to Excellence
SCABLE’s products and services are 

synonymous with excellence as we 

adhere to stringent regulations from 

both Malaysian and International 

regulatory bodies. We’ve garnered 

numerous awards and most recently 

received the Brand Laureate Best Brands 

Awards for Most Sustainable Brand in 

Manufacturing Power and 

Telecommunications Cable category, 

and will continue to maintain these high 

standards for years to come.

sarawakcable.com

YOUR ONE-STOP INTEGRATED 
POWER SOLUTIONS PROVIDER

Perusahaan Listrik Negara (PLN) in 

pursuing potential Power Purchase 

Agreements (PPA) in the near future. 

SCABLE also has hopes of supplying  

and installing a complete Solar Hybrid 

System and components, including 

photovoltaic modules, PV Batteries, 

Diesel Generator and also stand-alone 

& grid connected power system.

Aerial Power Lines and  
Aviation Services
SCABLE provides surveillance/inspection 

maintenance services for power lines 

(via helicopters), emergency Medical 

Services (EMS) and ad hoc aviation 

services. To date, we have rendered 

helicopter services to the 2015 flood 

disaster in Kelantan and hope to 

participate in securing project tenders 

from Malaysian power utility companies 

and other authorities.

Management and Consultancy 
Services

SCABLE renders management cum 

consultancy services to foreign partners 

who seek to familiarise themselves with 

local regulatory and legislative 

requirements, in order to participate in 

Malaysia’s projects.


